Under clause (b) of sub-section (1) of Section 161 of the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, an accident arising out of the use
of a motor vehicle the identity where of cannot be ascertained
in spite of reasonable efforts is called 'hit and run motor
accident'. Under sub-section (3) of Sec. 161, the dependants
of the deceased shall be paid as compensation a fixed sum of
Rs. 8,500/- in respect of the death of any person resulting
from a hit and run motor accident and Rs. 2,0007- in respect
of grievous hurt to any person resulting from a hit and run
motor accident. So, as Radhika, the wife of the deceased
cannot ascertain the identity of the lorry involved in the
accident inspite of reasonable efforts, she is entitled to claim
a sum of Rs. 8?500/- for the death of her husband in the
accident. However, if on investigation the details of the lorry
are known and basing on those particulars, if any petition for
compensation is filed by the dependants of the deceased and
if any compensation is awarded, the amount of compensation
paid under Section 161 shall be refunded to the insurer.

391. Ramanna, who was aged about 17 years and unmarried,
died in a road accident which occurred on account of the rash and
negligent driving on the bus by its driver. His parents were
illiterate and poor and though they were advised that they were
entitled for compensation for the death or their son, they were
postponing the matter on one pretext or the other. The main
reason for dodging the filing of a petition was that they are not
having sufficient amount and they thought that if they went to
court they had to spend huge amount. In the meantime, the time
limit of six months for filing a claim petition expired. They are
also not having sufficient means to pay the court fees. What has
to be done by the parents of the deceased boy?

Under sub-section (3) of Section 166 of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, no application for such compensation shall be
entertained unless it is made within six months of the
occurrence of the accident; provided that the Claims Tribunal
may entertain the application after the expiry of the said
period of six months but not later than twelve months, if it is
satisfied that the applicant was prevented by sufficient cause
from making the application intime. So, the parents of the
deceased boy can file a petition for condonation of delay
explaining the circumstances under which they were prevented
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